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“It is within our power to save the North  
Atlantic right whale. Since the unusual mortality 
event of 2017, the North Atlantic right whale  
has been making international headlines.  
Having returned from the brink of extinction 
twice before, this is our chance to put in  
place lasting protections for this species 
and their habitat.”
— Nadine Pequeneza, Director and Producer

Letter From The Filmmaker
It was the multiple deaths in 2017, what scientists 
called an unusual mortality event, that grabbed my 
attention. When I started researching this film, I had 
never heard of a North Atlantic right whale let alone 
so many dying, seemingly inexplicably, all at once.  
When I learned it was us that was unintentionally 
killing them and that we could change our behaviour 
to prevent those deaths, I had to tell this story. 

The North Atlantic right whale has survived the 
threat of extinction more than once, both times with 
our help; when we banned hunting them in 1935 
and more recently when we moved shipping lanes, 
slowed ocean traffic and closed fishing zones in time 
with right whale habitat and migration.  Now with 
a rapidly warming planet threatening their survival, 
we have a third chance to save this great whale 
from extinction.  

Right whales are magnificent, fascinating creatures; 
there is still so much we don’t know about them and 
it’s only by learning as much as humanly possible 

about these animals that we can live in harmony 
with them and repair the world’s oceans. By sharing 
this film with audiences, we can engage people  
to help protect these great whales and their habitat  
so that the few remaining can bring this critically  
endangered species back from the brink of  
extinction. 

Featuring breathtaking cinematography of this rarely 
seen, 70-ton great whale - as observed through  
the eyes of scientists, photographers, rescuers and  
fishermen - Last of the Right Whales resonates with 
audiences long after the final frame fades to black. 
We’ve partnered with key wildlife conservation 
groups - IFAW, Canadian Wildlife Federation, 
Canadian Whale Institute and Sierra Club Canada 
Foundation - to help reach the film’s core audience 
but the story of the last right whales will attract an 
audience far beyond the conservation crowd, people 
just need to see what’s happening to them and our 
ocean.
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Using This Guide 
This Discussion Guide is designed to help you use the documentary the Last of the Right Whales to  
educate, engage and activate people in the community after they have seen the award-winning film.  
It provides an overview of the North Atlantic right whale, the key issues facing the critically endangered 
species and encourages conversation about possible solutions. You’ll also find discussion points about  
the film itself and how the documentary uses technology and music to help tell the story. 

The film and discussion guide provide community leaders with an accessible way to invite involvement 
at all levels of conservation. Giving people the opportunity to see North Atlantic right whales up close 
thanks to never-before-seen imagery allows for audiences to connect with the cause and understand 
on a visceral level the challenges facing these great whales. 

Included in the discussion guide:
 • Background on North Atlantic right whales
 • Discussion points for issues facing North Atlantic right whales 
 • Discussion points for film enthusiasts
 • Suggestions for how you can help right whales

ENGAGEMENT IDEAS
 • Host a community screening event in-person or virtually
 • Host an event for organizations and associations connected to marine life
 • Include a panel with local experts for post-screening Q&A
 • Follow Last of the Right Whales on social media for updates and information
 • Connect with local groups working on North Atlantic right whale conservation efforts   
  such as our impact partners: 

HOSTING AN EVENT
Visit our website, LastoftheRightWhales.com, for information on how to host a screening of the film.  
You will also find a screening host guide available for download to help with your event. 

Film running time: 92 mins
Languages: English, French (FR subbed and dubbed, SP dubbed versions available), Mi’kmaw

Social Media channels for Last of the Right Whales:
  • Twitter, Instagram and TikTok  @LastRightWhales
  • Facebook and YouTube @HitPlayProductions
  • The hashtag is #LOTRW

https://lastoftherightwhales.com/take-action/
https://twitter.com/LastRightWhales
https://www.instagram.com/lastrightwhales/
https://www.tiktok.com/@lastrightwhales
https://www.facebook.com/HitPlayProductions
https://www.youtube.com/c/HitPlayProductions
https://secure.sierraclub.ca/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=2
https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca/donate
https://secure2.convio.net/cwf/site/Donation2?df_id=6560&mfc_pref=T&6560.donation=form1&s_src=topnavbutton&_ga=2.140849136.372267791.1637855245-1414538994.1635354586
https://secure.ifaw.org/canada/donate?ms=CONDF220001058&cid=7013k000001CAMh&_ga=2.229943711.2086491082.1637854907-1935784568.1635791483
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/
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Film Synopsis
North Atlantic right whales are dying faster than they 
can reproduce. With around 336 remaining, these great 
whales rarely die of natural causes. Instead they are run 
over by ships or suffer lethal injuries from fishing gear. 
If we don’t stop killing them, in 20 years they could be 
functionally extinct. With unprecedented access to film the 
whale migration from the only known calving grounds to 
the shifting feeding grounds, Last of the Right Whales  
follows the right whale migration and the people  
committed to saving a species still struggling to recover 
from centuries of hunting. Now climate change is forcing 
these great whales further north in search of food,  
putting them on a collision course with deadly ships and 
fishing gear. Featuring breathtaking footage of the majestic 
but rarely seen North Atlantic right whale - as observed 
through the eyes of scientists, photographers, rescuers and  
fishermen - we bear witness to their struggle and bring 
hope for their survival.

“Last of the Right Whales  
is a visually stunning,  
emotionally engaging and 
unexpectedly intense ride 
for a documentary about 
marine life. Featuring some 
truly spectacular footage, 
Pequeneza’s film serves as 
a reminder of the majesty 
of the right whales and  
the importance of reviving 
the species.” 
– Steve Norton, ScreenFish
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Nick Hawkins
Wildlife Photographer & Cinematographer
Nick Hawkins is the only wildlife photographer/cinematographer with a Canadian federal 
permit to capture underwater images of the North Atlantic right whale. A biologist by train-
ing and a former whale watching naturalist, he is on a quest to create powerful images that 
can help save the species. Hawkins has worked producing print and on-line stories for Na-
tional Geographic, Canadian Geographic, BBC Wildlife Magazine and Canadian Wildlife 
Magazine. Some of Hawkins’ NARW film work is currently displayed at the Royal Ontario 
Museum in Toronto in a new exhibit, Great Whales: Up Close and Personal.

Dr. Moira Brown
Senior Scientist, Canadian Whale Institute
Moira Brown has been studying North Atlantic right whales for over 35 years in both  
Canadian and U.S. waters. As senior scientist with the Canadian Whale Institute on  
Campobello Island, New Brunswick, she studies the population biology and demographics 
of North Atlantic right whales. Brown’s conservation work focuses on the human-related 
threats faced by right whales in Canadian waters. She was instrumental, working with 
industry and government, in developing conservation measures that substantially reduced 
the risk of vessel strikes in the Bay of Fundy and in the waters south of Nova Scotia. Brown is 
one of only five government-recognized experts in large whale disentanglement in Canada.

Dr. Charles ‘Stormy’ Mayo
Ecologist, Center for Coastal Studies
Charles ‘Stormy’ Mayo is a Senior Scientist and Chair of the Department of Ecology at  
the Center for Coastal Studies, and is one of the three founders of the Center for Coastal  
Studies. His technical work ranges from complex computer modeling of foraging movements 
of whales to the development of new techniques for documenting whale behaviour and  
zooplankton distribution. Mayo comes from a fishing family lineage, and is known around 
the world for his pioneering efforts to develop methods to rescue entangled whales at sea.

Lead Participants In The Film
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Barb Zoodsma
NOAA North Atlantic Right Whale Recovery
Barb Zoodsma coordinates NOAA’s right whale recovery program in the  
Southeast U.S., working with government agencies and NGOs to locate and 
identify mother-calf pairs during the calving season. Over the last 20 years, 
Zoodsma has coordinated or advised on most right whale recovery activities  
in the Southeast U.S. from aerial and vessel surveys, to biopsy sampling and  
responses to large whale injuries, entanglements, and mortalities. She and her 
team at NOAA are responsible for putting in place necessary management 
measures for the protection of right whales while they are in the Southeast U.S. 
paying particular attention to moms and calves. Prior to joining NOAA Zoodsma 
served in a similar position with the state of Georgia for 10 years. 

Martin Noël
Crab Fisher, New Brunswick
In the Gulf of St. Lawrence, snow crab fisher Martin Noël is leading the way with 
the first real-world trials of ropeless fishing technology in the Gulf of St. Law-
rence. Fishing gear entanglement is the leading cause of right whale injury and 
mortality, 86 percent of the population has been entangled at least once. Noël is 
also one of four snow crab fishermen from Shippagan, New Brunswick to form a 
whale rescue team in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Noël is a third generation fisher 
from Shippagan, New Brunswick on the tip of Canada’s Acadian Peninsula, and 
President of the Association of Professional Acadian Crab Fishermen. 

Dr. Kimberley Davies
Oceanographer, University of New Brunswick
Kimberley Davies is an Associate Professor of Biological Oceanography and 
leads the Davies Lab at the University of New Brunswick. She was born and 
raised on Vancouver Island in British Columbia where she was inspired at an 
early age by the wonders of the sea. She began her career as an Honors student 
studying ocean acidification in hydrothermal vent systems, which inspired  
an interest in oceanography. For her PhD, she studied the oceanographic  
processes in foraging habitat of North Atlantic right whales. As a Liber Ero  
Fellow, she began a glider research program in 2014, studying the application  
of autonomous vehicles for exploring the ocean to find whale habitats.
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NARW #3560 aka Snow Cone
Over the course of two years the film documents the life of NARW #3560 and her calf, born in  
December 2019. Their story demonstrates not only the strong mother-calf bond between right whales, 
but also the emotional connection humans can have to these animals. The pair delighted onlookers as 
they ventured into the Gulf of Mexico, a place where right whales seldom go. Eventually they resumed 
the traditional migratory path north to feed, but 3560’s calf was struck and killed off the New Jersey 
shore by a recreational boater. Six months after losing her calf, 3560 was sighted in Cape Cod Bay 
entangled, and became the focus of multiple rescue attempts. In the course of filming researchers named 
3560 Snow Cone, after the callosity pattern on her head. When we last filmed Snow Cone she was still 
entangled in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Her case remains open for rescue teams. Much to everyone’s  
surprise, Snow Cone was seen off Cumberland Island, Georgia in December 2021 with her second calf, 
the first known right whale to calve while entangled.
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NARW #4615
The entanglement case Moira Brown responded to, as documented in Last of the Right Whales, was 
discovered to be that of NARW #4615. The event made international headlines as it was the first freshly 
entangled right whale to be sighted in Canadian waters since 2019. The 5-year-old male was initially 
spotted near Miscou Island at the mouth of the Baie de Chaleur in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. When  
the Campobello Whale Rescue Team set out in search of him days later, delayed by bad weather,  
government aerial footage showed the young whale still entangled with rope through the mouth and his 
tail stock badly injured.

Born during the 2016 calving season, 4615 is the second youngest of the four calves known to be born 
to NARW Harmony (#3115). First seen about 10 nautical miles off Jekyll Island, Georgia, he was also 
the first calf to be born that season. Interestingly he was actually raised by an adoptive mother, after 
three new moms apparently swapped calves before heading back north!
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Post-Screening Conversation 
Issues facing North Atlantic right whales:

1. In the film wildlife photographer Nick Hawkins calls the situation that the whales are facing “one of the  
 greatest ethical issues of our time.” Why would you agree or disagree with that statement? 
2. What does Snow Cone’s story tell you about the threats facing North Atlantic right whales in the film?
3. What did you learn watching the disentanglement attempt on Snow Cone and the fresh entanglement  
 of NARW #4615?  
4. Although disentanglement efforts are essential, they are ultimately not the solution. What other actions   
 could reduce the risk of entanglement?
5. With 86% of all North Atlantic right whales being entangled at least once in their lifetime, rope is  
 problematic but the solution is not simple. What are some of the obstacles facing fishers who want 
 to transition to ropeless gear?  
6. We see the consequences of vessel strikes in the film with the death of two whales. What can mariners do  
 to make a difference for North Atlantic right whales and other marine mammals?
7. How does shopping local, no matter where you live, help protect North Atlantic right whales?
8. North Atlantic right whales are one meter shorter on average since the 1980s. After watching the film  
 what do you think are the reasons for this?
9. In the film, veterinarian Michael J. Moore states “Not only do you have to stop killing them, you have to  
 give them a chance to reproduce.” What can people do to support North Atlantic right whale  
 population growth?
10. Barb Zoodsma, from NOAA, states that “governments can’t do this on their own. It’s going to take  
 everybody.” What does she mean by that?

Filmmaking Related: 

1. What was the most compelling storyline in the film for you? Why?
2. Although the film is about a critically endangered species, it has been described by film reviewers as   
 ‘restor[ing] a sense of wonder’ and ‘hopeful’. How did Director/Producer Nadine Pequeneza  
 accomplish this? 
3. How did the different locations help to tell the story of these whales?
4. In Last of the Right Whales wildlife photographer Nick Hawkins is on a quest to capture a full-body  
 image of the North Atlantic right whale. How might cinematography encourage people to protect  
 right whales?
5. The film’s composer, Deanna H. Choi, has said she used the string family to depict the life cycle of the   
 whales in the film - violins for calves and juveniles, viola for young adults and cello for the  
 grandmatriarchs. How did the music impact you while watching the film? (watch this video with composer)

How will you help the whales?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQfLGy5Q9mA
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ2WK3M
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Background 
About the North Atlantic right whale (source: CWF) 

The North Atlantic right whale is one of the most endangered large whales on the planet. They have a 
population of around 336, and fewer than 100 breeding females. Historically found throughout the  
Atlantic Ocean, it was named the “right” whale because its large body and thick blubber made it  
attractive to hunt – it can weigh up to 70 tons and measure up to 17 meters (males) or 18 metres  
(females). This led to centuries of overexploitation.

Globally protected from commercial whaling in 1935, the North Atlantic right whale is now almost 
solely found in the Western Atlantic Ocean, from the coast of Florida up to Atlantic Canada. Increasing 
numbers of North Atlantic right whales are being killed by human activities, making this a major factor 
limiting the population’s recovery by impacting overall population survival. Specifically, North Atlantic 
right whales are highly susceptible to vessel strikes and entanglement in fishing gear due to their habitat 
being heavily used by the shipping and fishing industries. This, combined with lower calving rates since 
2010, is restricting the species’ ability to recover, placing them at risk for functional extinction in 
as little as 20 years.

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/right-whale/


North Atlantic Right Whales
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History
History of the North Atlantic right whale: (source: Hinterland Who’s Who)

For thousands of years the North Atlantic right whale and other large whales had provided Indigenous 
peoples with skin, blubber, flesh and internal organs to eat, baleen and bones for buildings, furniture and 
tools, and oil for heat and light. Whales were so important to some peoples that a belief of the Mi’kmaq 
was that the whale is the master of life in the sea and an ally of Glooscap, the Creator.

Starting in the 1500s, Basque, Breton and Norman seamen from southwest Europe came across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the east coast of Canada in search of whales. Some records indicate they may have 
stopped whaling only after 80 years of heavy hunting had depleted the whale population in the region. 
Each whale had an enormous commercial value for their oil and baleen. The whales were used for food 
and fuel, but also to make horse whips, corsets, umbrellas, fishing rods, soap, cosmetics, shoe polish and 
paint. Sporadic hunting of North Atlantic right whales by Europeans, Americans and also Canadians 
continued through the 1700s, late 1800s, and early 1900s, until 1935, when a ban was put in place  
as the right whale was near extinction.

https://www.hww.ca/en/wildlife/mammals/North-Atlantic-Right-Whale.html
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Habitat
(source: CWI)

North Atlantic right whales were historically found in both the western and eastern Atlantic Ocean.  Since 
the international whaling moratorium on the right whales in 1935, only a few right whale sightings have 
been reported in the eastern Atlantic suggesting that, at most, only a small number of individuals remain 
in that area. Their current distribution stretches from the Gulf of Mexico to Iceland, although the primary 
extent of their core distribution range is between northern Florida and Atlantic Canada, including the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Did You 
Know?  
(source: New England Aquarium)

In January 2009, a right whale named 
Pico was spotted in the Azores, a  
Portuguese archipelago in the  
mid-Atlantic, only 3 months after  
having been sighted in the Bay of  
Fundy, off the coast of Canada. This 
implies that the female right whale  
travelled at least 3,320 km (2,063 
miles) in about 100 days. That same 
whale was then spotted 237 days later 
back in the Bay of Fundy. This is just 
one example, but Pico is not the only 
known right whale to travel great  
distances across the Atlantic. 

https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca/
https://www.andersoncabotcenterforoceanlife.org/rightwhales/right-whales/
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Feeding 
(source: CWI)

Like other baleen whales, North Atlantic right whales are filter feeders, using their remarkable baleen 
to strain prey from the water. Baleen is made of keratin, the same material that makes up our hair and 
fingernails. 

The whales feed on zooplankton, primarily the copepod Calanus finmarchicus, a relative of shrimp and 
crabs whose adult size is roughly that of a grain of rice. The whales need to consume a large amount of 
copepods every day to survive, comparable to thousands of hamburgers. To feed efficiently, the whales 
must find extremely dense patches of food. The availability of these patches are affected by changes in 
climate and ocean circulation. 

Skim feeding (HitPlay Productions)

https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca
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How To Identify A Right Whale: 
(source: CWI)

Right whales are distinguishable from other baleen whales by their large black flukes (tails), the distinctive  
V-shaped blow and the lack of a dorsal fin. Individually, they are identified by the callosity patterns on  
the top and sides of their heads (rostrum). Right whales are not easily detected, and may appear quite  

suddenly when coming to the surface to breathe.

No dorsal fin,  
smooth black back

V-shaped blow
Flippers: broad, black and 

spatula shaped

Black growths on top and 
sides of the head are known 
as callosities. They appear 

whitish due to the 
presence of whale lice. 

Can be in social groups of 
5-30 whales. These groups 
are called Surface Active 

Groups or SAGs. 

Tail: black, deeply notched, 
raised when diving

https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca
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NARW Catalog
North Atlantic right whales are cataloged and given a number by scientists. Every North Atlantic right whale has 
unique identifiable markings, like a fingerprint. Some of the whales are given names based on their individual 
markings such as Harmony, Chiminea and Snow Cone, who is a star whale in Last of the Right Whales.

Created in 1986, the North Atlantic right whale catalog is a public database of information about every known 
whale and includes photographs of them. The catalog is maintained by researchers at the Anderson Cabot Center 
for Ocean Life at the New England Aquarium. It includes how to identify individual whales through their unique 
markings, information about when and where a confirmed sighting occurs, as well as family tree details such as 
parents and offspring.

Did You Know?  

Having documentation of individual whales over the last 40 years has helped scientists and researchers trace the 
movement of the species and monitor sustained injuries by individual whales. For example, because individual  
whales can be identified, this helps inform which individuals return to certain habitats like the Gulf of St. Lawrence or 
Cape Cod, year after year. By comparing images of individual whales that were collected through the years, scientists 
can also identify and document new scars sustained from new entanglement injuries. That is how they can estimate  
that for data through 2019, 86.8% of the population has been entangled at least once and 72% of the  
population has been entangled more than once in their lifetime, some as many as 8 times.

https://rwcatalog.neaq.org/#/
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Key Issues
Key Issues for North Atlantic right whales: (source: CWI)

Along the eastern seaboard of Canada and the United States, North Atlantic right whales are facing various threats 
as a result of the urbanization of the ocean where they feed, socialize, mate, travel and give birth to their calves.

Right whale health and survival are heavily affected by human actions. The two main known causes of mortality 
are entanglements in fishing gear and vessel strikes. The whales can also be affected by changes in the abundance 
of their prefered food due to climate change and the presence of toxins and pollutants in the ocean. Ocean noise, 
created by human activities like shipping, underwater construction, and seismic surveys, can also hinder their ability 
to communicate with one another. This is especially important for mothers and calves or for other social interactions.
 
Protection of the North Atlantic right whale has been legislated in both Canada and the United States. Stewardship 
measures and monitoring programs are aiding in the protection and understanding of the right whale, but  
without the education of, and support from the mariners and others who use the waters in which the right  
whale lives, mates, reproduces, and nurtures its young, the road back to recovery will be long and risky.

Did You Know? (source: NOAA)  

NOAA defines an Unusual Mortality Event (UME) as “a significant die-off of any marine mammal population; and 
demands immediate response” and since 2017, North Atlantic right whales have been experiencing one. The current 
total confirmed mortalities for the UME are 34 dead stranded whales (21 in Canada; 13 in the United States),  
and the leading category for the cause of death for this UME is “human interaction,” specifically from entanglements 
or vessel strikes.

https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2017-2022-north-atlantic-right-whale-unusual-mortality-event
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Current Conservation Measures
Since the start of the ongoing Unusual Mortality Event of 2017, 34 North Atlantic right whales are known  
to have died (current as of Dec 2021). During this time, there has been a renewed interest in both Canada  
and the United States to protect the species. This conservation work continues to evolve and has been  
a joint effort by those in government, shipping and fishing industries, non-government  
organizations and by the public.

Barb Zoodma from NOAA says in the film “governments can’t  
do this on their own. It’s going to take everybody.” 

Here is just some of the work being done:

Government of Canada - Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) & Transport Canada 

In 2021, the Government of Canada took the following measures:

 • To help protect the whales from entanglements in fishing gear, Fisheries and Oceans Canada   
  adjusted the opening and closing dates of fishing seasons and continued to implement  
  seasonal and temporary fishing area closures when and where whales were detected. In 2021,  
  approximately 38,325 square kilometres (an area almost seven times the size of 
  Prince Edward Island) was closed to fishing based on right whale detections. In this overall   
  total, 26,764 square kilometres were closed for the crab fishing season. 
 • To help protect the whales from collisions with vessels in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Transport   
  Canada continued to implement vessel traffic management measures, including speed  
  restrictions and a seasonally restricted access area, that covered approximately 72,000 square  
  kilometres. These measures aimed to reduce collision risks to the whales from vessel traffic over   
  the course of the right whale season, without jeopardizing the safety and security of mariners.   
  This year, there was an over 99.9% compliance rate with the mandatory vessel traffic measures.
 • Since 2019, there have been no reported deaths of NARW in Canadian waters and only one**  
  reported entanglement (**This is NARW #4615, as seen in Last of the Right Whales.)
 • Six Government of Canada aircraft logged over 2,800 hours of surveillance and up to six Slocum  
  underwater gliders and seven Viking Buoys provided acoustic information on the location of the  
  whales in near real-time.
 • Fisheries and Oceans Canada is currently working with seafood harvesters—through the  
  $20 million Whalesafe Gear Adoption Fund—to help them transition to Whalesafe gear by 2023.
 • By law you must stay back 100m (1 football field) from most whales and 200m away if they  
  are resting or with a calf.

United States Government - NOAA: 

 • All North Atlantic right whales are protected under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and  
  the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA).

https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2021/11/government-of-canada-continues-to-help-protect-north-atlantic-right-whales.html
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/north-atlantic-right-whale%23conservation-management
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/laws-policies#endangered-species-act
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/laws-policies#marine-mammal-protection-act
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United States Government con’t - NOAA: 
 • Reducing vessel speeds (mandatory and voluntary) where whales are present, developing  
  recommended shipping lanes outside of specific ports, making mariners aware when whales   
  are around, and implementing a 500-yard “no-approach” safety zone around right whales are  
  among the measures used to reduce the threat of vessel strikes.
 • With the help of the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team—a group of advisors consisting  
  of fishermen, scientists, and state and federal officials—have developed management measures  
  to reduce whale entanglements. NOAA requires commercial fishers to use certain gear  
  modifications that are less harmful to North Atlantic right whales, and have established areas   
  where fishing cannot take place during certain times when North Atlantic right whales are  
  present. NOAA’s risk reduction measures include weak rope, more traps to each rope  
  (trawling up), and seasonal closures to traditional trap or pot fishing (ropeless allowed).
 • NOAA is currently developing management measures to reduce the number and strength of buoy  
  lines in the water column in an effort to further reduce the risk of entanglement in fishing gear.  
  In addition, they are actively working with fishers to test ropeless fishing gear systems which are  
  anticipated to provide future options to prevent large whale entanglement. It is now legal to fish in  
  federal closures under carefully controlled conditions laid out in an exemptive fishing permit. 

Non-Government Organizations

There are numerous non-governmental groups in Canada and the USA that are  
working towards saving North Atlantic right whales in various ways beyond  
government initiatives. Some of those efforts include work done by Last of the Right 
Whale impact partners, such as:

 • Canadian Whale Institute - For 25 years CWI has worked with marine industries to mitigate harm  
  to North Atlantic right whales. Through research, education and stewardship programs, CWI   
  has informed government, mariners and members of the public regarding the threats to right   
  whales, and spearheaded efforts to mitigate them. CWI’s Campobello Whale Rescue Team has   
  been disentangling right whales for 20 years.
 • Canadian Wildlife Federation - Focused on entanglement prevention through fisher-led  
  development and evaluation of fishing technology, working directly with fishers and Indigenous  
  communities to reduce the threat of entanglement, conducting research on risk right whales face  
  from fishing and shipping, and evaluating the effectiveness of managing these activities to protect  
  right whales.
 • IFAW (US & Canada) - Focused on education, advocacy and grassroots engagement. They also  
  helped to develop Whale Alert, an app that alerts mariners of the presence of whales in an area. 
 • The Pew Charitable Trusts - Focused on reducing entanglement and advancing the transition to  
  ropeless gear in fishing closures through collaboration with the fishing industry, scientists,  
  manufacturers, and fisheries managers.
 • Sierra Club Canada Foundation - Works with volunteers and builds coalitions to restore the Gulf of  
  St. Lawrence, advocates for greater action to stop the extinction of the North Atlantic right whale, and  

  combat climate change.

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/north-atlantic-right-whale%23conservation-management
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/marine-mammal-protection/atlantic-large-whale-take-reduction-team
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/marine-mammal-protection/atlantic-large-whale-take-reduction-plan
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/marine-mammal-protection/atlantic-large-whale-take-reduction-plan
https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca/
https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca/campobello-whale-rescue-team
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/right-whale/
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/right-whale/
https://www.ifaw.org/ca-en/projects/saving-the-north-atlantic-right-whale
https://www.whalealert.org/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2020/01/29/right-whales-urgently-need-protection-from-entanglement-in-fishing-gear
https://www.sierraclub.ca/
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Actions You Can Take To Help
 • Help raise awareness by sharing on social media and having conversations about  
  the North Atlantic right whale;
 • Donate to groups that are working to protect NARWs such as our partners:  
  Canadian Whale Institute, Canadian Wildlife Federation, IFAW Canada & IFAW USA,  
  and Sierra Club Canada Foundation;
 • Send an email to your government officials urging they protect NARW

 • Download the Whale Alert app if spending time near or on the water so you can keep  
  track of the latest whale sighting near your area, stay current with regulations and report data;
 • Shop local and minimize the shipping of goods;
 • Report lost or missing ghost gear (in Canada, Global Ghost Gear Initiative here);
 • Support fishers and fisheries working with ropeless gear;
 • Live more sustainably;
 • Encourage others to watch Last of the Right Whales or host a community screening;
 • Visit Last of the Right Whales ‘Take Action Page’ for the most up-to-date information.
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feed them
swim, dive or interact with them
move, encircle them or entice them to move
change directions quickly or park your boat in their path
approach them when they’re resting (the whale will look like it’s not moving and
will be floating at/near the surface)
separate a mammal from its group or go between it and a calf
trap a marine mammal or a group either between a vessel and the shore, or
between a vessel and other vessels
approach them if there are already several boats present
approach head on or from behind, as this will cut off their movements
tag or mark them
touch or disturb an animal, even if it comes up to a wharf or the shoreline

l a s t o f t h e r i g h t w h a l e s . c o m

BE WHALE WISE
 

While watching North Atlantic right whales & other marine mammals,
you should never:

@LASTRIGHTWHALES
S o u r c e :  h t t p s : / / w w w . d f o - m p o . g c . c a / s p e c i e s - e s p e c e s / m a m m a l s - m a m m i f e r e s / w a t c h i n g - o b s e r v a t i o n / i n d e x - e n g . h t m l
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Canada Code USA Code

https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca/donate
https://secure2.convio.net/cwf/site/Donation2?df_id=6560&mfc_pref=T&6560.donation=form1&s_src=topnavbutton&_ga=2.140849136.372267791.1637855245-1414538994.1635354586
https://secure.ifaw.org/canada/donate?ms=CONDF220001058&cid=7013k000001CAMh&_ga=2.229943711.2086491082.1637854907-1935784568.1635791483
https://secure.ifaw.org/united-states/early-givingtuesday-match?ms=UONDH211141020&cid=7013k000001Zshl&_ga=2.65873325.2086491082.1637854907-1935784568.1635791483
http://Sierra Club Canada Foundation
https://www.whalealert.org/
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fisheries-peches/management-gestion/ghostgear-equipementfantome/index-eng.html
https://www.ghostgear.org/members
https://lastoftherightwhales.com/take-action/
https://lastoftherightwhales.com/take-action/campaign-canada/
https://lastoftherightwhales.com/take-action/campaign-usa/
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Additional Resources
Impact Campaign Partners & Advisors
 • Canadian Whale Institute 
 • Canadian Wildlife Federation 
 • IFAW (US & Canada)
 • The Pew Charitable Trusts 
 • Sierra Club Canada Foundation
 • Oceans North
 • Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New England Aquarium
Government Agencies
 Government of Canada
 • Fisheries and Oceans Canada
 • Transport Canada
 United States
 • NOAA
Non-Government Agencies
 • North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium (NARWC)
 • North Atlantic Right Whale Catalog 
 • Center for Coastal Studies
 • Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)
 • Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Books
 • We Are All Whalers by Michael J. Moore (University of Chicago Press)
 • The Urban Whale Edited by Scott D. Kraus and Rosalind M. Rolland (Harvard  
  University Press) 
 • The North Atlantic Right Whale: Disappearing Giants by Scott Kraus, Marilyn Marx,  
  Heather Pettis, Amy Knowlton, Ken Mallory  (Fitzhenry & Whiteside Publishing)
 • North Atlantic Right Whales: From Hunted Leviathan to Conservation Icon by David W. Laist  
  (Johns Hopkins University Press)
 • Right Whales by Phil Clapham (Voyageur Press)
 • Waltzes with Giants: The Twilight Journey of the North Atlantic Right Whale by Peter C. Stone  
  (Skyhorse Publishing)
 • The North Atlantic Right Whale: Past, Present and Future by Joann Hamilton-Barry  
  (Nimbus Publishing)

https://www.canadianwhaleinstitute.ca/
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/right-whale/
https://www.ifaw.org/ca-en/projects/saving-the-north-atlantic-right-whale
http://www.pewtrusts.org/rightwhales
https://www.sierraclub.ca/
https://www.oceansnorth.org/en/
https://www.andersoncabotcenterforoceanlife.org/rightwhales/right-whales/
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/species/780-298
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/navigation-marine-conditions/protecting-north-atlantic-right-whales-collisions-vessels-gulf-st-lawrence
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/north-atlantic-right-whale
https://www.narwc.org/
http://rwcatalog.neaq.org/#/findwhale
https://coastalstudies.org/
https://www.whoi.edu/
https://myfwc.com/
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/W/bo113867120.html
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674034754
https://www.fitzhenry.ca/Detail/1554554640
https://www.press.jhu.edu/books/title/11370/north-atlantic-right-whales
https://www.amazon.com/Right-Whales-Worldlife-Library-Clapham/dp/B005M4Y640
https://www.skyhorsepublishing.com/9781620871065/waltzes-with-giants/
https://nimbus.ca/store/the-north-atlantic-right-whale.html
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